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Tion, reviv d againſt bim, to his dammage in Eſtate 
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it will be done in Micah's Words , Ye take away 
my gods ; and what haye I more ? But if the 
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i. Conſe. 1, The flation God ſets Soma. Kings are by him' 
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over all their Peoples. to. Ryle-and- Pen Soon 
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him Kings reign, faith Solomer, Prov. wy 
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"wbom God-partclitarly appointed to Rule his People: 

SS Iſrael: but Cyrws alſo, An eathes Prifice; is hofnour'd 

T2 by the Month of 'God himſelf, with that high Title, of 

my berg-Gods Anointed, Iſa. 45.1. And in this matter 

" Harmony betweenthe Goſpel, and the Law. 

| Pant rells us, The higher powers are God's Ordinance, 

Rom, T3. 1, 2. 'Agd that they Rule'as his Vice-gerents, 
Deputics,.and Licutenants : in hi rocm and place, that 

is. For ver.-4. "Tis faid, He is the Miniſter of God. Nay 

4 they--ate dighifyed fo, as to be ſtyled Gods, of © old 5 

| Exod, 22. 28. Pſal. 82. 1. That 15; Gods o# earth , as 
Pice-rdys"to the God of Heaven ard Firth atid who, by - 

lus Contmiſſion, are to keep,good order in the World, 

"7 | by puniſhing Wickednefs, and Vice'z, and encouraging. 

I Religion and Vertue among the Sons of 'Men. © Where- 


\ 
"» 
&” 
a” 


- 
A 


4 fore; whatſoever injurics, and -affronts ſhall be offer'd, 
4 unto them, they do redoutid to God himfelf 5 whoſe 
774 Charatter-they-bedr, and whoſe Perſon they repyclent, 


27 4 Doth it not ſtand to all reaſorr then, that the Alfnighty 
* { ſhould own;abet, and be efpectally concerti'd for b15 own 
:Commiſfuoners and in the Execution of the Triift res 
> 4J-cavd from him > Can'it be otherwiſe, than that his pe- 
7 F culiar Providence ſhould be engaged for his Higheſt 
Jy er-wpor Earth 5 who derives his Title from, 'and 1s 
[# J-an Immediate ſubſtitute to'the Supreme in Heaven ? 

3 Do we not know, ' That Ea uy CORgen will. be 
careful for the greateſt fafety, and beſt reſpe& to thoſe, 
whom they depute to ſupply their place in Adminiſtring 

J Juſtice to their Subjedts ? And will they nor avenge in- 
digmties put upon thoſe Mmuſters with ſeverity ;, be- 
F cauſe they light upon Themſelvesat laſt, by whom they 
are Authoriz'd ? And who' can doubt, but that the Su- 
pretne Governour of the a will take a” | 
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of Princes, that ſtand in the like relation'untohim, and : 
for like reaſon ?. We may be well affured of it. And/ 


{hall be better by what follows. 


2. The Charge God hays on People concerning them, If 


God commandeth us the Higheſt Valve, Greateſt Reſpet2,- 
arid Utmoſt Service to our Soveraigns 3 it muſt be ne- 
ceflarily admitted, That the Almighty hath moſttendet' 
and eſpecial care'for them. King Navids ſo ſtfift'a' 
charge to his General, and other Captains, concerning 
Abſalom, for the ſatety of him, and their kindneſs to 
him (2 Sam. 18.) makes it moſt manifeſt, liow d:ar he 
was unto his Father, and what, an Aﬀettionate care he 
took of him. Thus an Indulgent Providence towards 
Princes cannot but be inferred 3 fince we do find the 
Word of God ſo copious in the New, as well as Old 
Teſtament, for exa&ting ſuch true and high Devotion un- 
to Kings : and this, as rooted in our #i#ds ;' fo profeſſed 
by our Monthes ; and atteſted to by 'our Lives. 

To be particular; 1. It was from God: that: Soloniore 


Our Mind. ſpake it, Prov. 24.21. My ſon, fear thou the Lord, and 


the King : and meddle not with them that are given to 


change. A man would think upon firſt Hearing, that 
this Counſel were directed peculiarly to our tzmes. Buy - 


certain tis, that as 'twas not amiſs for any age 3" it is 
very froper to the preſent Generation. And obſerve x 


the Precept ſerves to put our Minds into the fitteſt tem- 1 


per towards thoſe that are Above ws, the Heavenly and 


the Earthly Soveraign : and that's of Fear. I knows 
'This commonly coucheth under it all the Expreſlions © 


of Love and Duty, and Obedience. But as I need not 
ſo I ſhall not bus conſider it þere. Wee' keep it there- 


fore to its ſtricter, and moſt proper ſenſe, of ' Awe, and / 
Reverence, Efteem, and Veneration- of the Mind unto * 
its Objet. So God is indeed to- be firſt ſerved, 'as he | 


beſt 


| [11] 

beſt deferveth. Firſt, we muſt fear the Lord, who is 
King of; Kings : and zeat; the Kings; who is under 
4 him, ang over us. The meaning is; the Beſt opinion, 
if} 44 worthy thoughts of Princes muſt be entertained by 
a1. he moſt fair conſtruction muſt- be Ie on all 


e.' | their Counſels and Affairs, that they can pollibly bear. 
& | And we may not dare tolet looſe our Minds to other 
"a | Methods. For then, adiew the fear and reverence that 


we owe them. The Holy Preacher means this very 
'S |} thing, when he forbids, to Curſe the King, fo much ac in 
he: | or thoughts. Eecleſ. 10. 20. Every evil, and unworthy, 
he and indecent Conception of him, is tobe utterly baniſhed. 
"| But alas! have we not in the preſent Age too many ſe- 
ne | © Shimer's, at the leaſt ? "Whole pleaſure 'tis, to frame 
the worſt 1dea's of their Governours, and their Aﬀtions 
a in their own minds; and are then in travel to be delt- 
: | verd of them to their Neighbours on the firſt opportu- 
nity ? Yet Holy Scriptures teach us no ſuch Dodrine 3 
| but the'contrary. And as we have heard, what the 
4 | Precept here inſtructs us in : ſo we ſhall find, the Prehi- 
' | bition added dothconfirm it 3 Meddle not with them that 
ze given to change. Whence we plainly learn; both, 
F That Irreverence towards a Soveraign hath a tendency to 
of his Government : and eſpecially ; that, for 
5 || the preſervation of our due reſpeF unto him, we ought to ſhun 
# the Converſation of Diſſaffeted Perſons to the Preſent 
” J Lewful Eflablifoment. To be givento change is commen- 
e 4n nothing, becauſe it argues want of Reaſon's 
'#'} Ballaſtz and betrays the levity of a fickle Mind : but 
is utterly 'to be condemn'd when it tends to a re-- 
'© | moval of what God hath Eſtabliſh'd. Novelty, 'tis true, 
4 is but too grateful unto Humane Nature. It was 9: 
wy inits Innocency. But the ue thereof was horrible miſ9 
«| Sief! A deſize-to change involy'd our Firſt Parents, 
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L. .3.” —, ſhalt wot. revile the Gods 3, ori ſpeak. extil of1 the Rulertiof 
| thy people. Their very Title of being Gods, ſhould lay 'Yſh 
an awe on ave toward them : and! Cad's command res 
ires moſt Reverend Speechpagfthem.!. Railings, and - 
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of God's Anointed Ones ;, I think, we have over- 
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Subje@ 5 -and for none other-faule,' than / Saving of thy 
King,and Kingdom 3 doth {tl approve is Loyalty not: 
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thoughts of ſuch:accurſed Treaſon ,, watv The :Lord 
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hating to think, that Provideneczuſtified,or encouraged 
unto- any Villaty. / And -:yet, when &imfelf is -Lawfub 
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the reſt: The Unnatural Plot'of his Own Natural Child; 
but Rrebellious Son, Ab/alow. :And here let us conſider, 
s. Firſt, Whata Bloody. Defign it was !. not onely to re- 
move it! Miniſters of State nor: barely, to prune\\the. 
* + over-grown-btanches of Prerogative:;i no,normeerly and 
ſimply; to transfer the. Croxn 10a better Head. : Treaforr 
Rawpant enough ! But plainly 3 to Chop off that Head 
that wears #,' 2:Sam.'17. 2. And that this is the Na-- 
tural: Procel3;of (accefstul Rebeliton, our {clxes-aretow 
Z wellawane. Next; ablerverthe Terrorof the Aztenipy;: 
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the ftrivings of my people > 'tis God that avengetÞ 16, and "4 
bringeth. down. the people under me, ſaith the Kingi: and 
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dence was it -toward Aheſwerws ; Two Great ibn. 
Courtiers, and his Chataberlains, No Th Treafonably had 
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bar'd the Execution ef | it. 2: And: how-more -re- 
ding ba was the care of God concerning him; in that 
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dF and a Captive taken in War, ſhould firſt come to have 
WY notice of the Treaſon'z and:ther have an heart to» ad- 
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-jY a man in his Circumſtances to Impeach Two ſuch Grear 
oF Perſonages's whoſe powerful Intereftmight well threa- 
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Votaries ; And Laſtly, doing Wonders for them himſe "4 | 
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And take this further abrecume, You would 
be, ſurely, counted, Loyal to- your Prince 3 bur give 
me leave. to tell you, a- debauch'd, vicious, and ſinful 

Life, is o far from being any proof thereof; thar- ir 

yes: great cauſe to-fear the contrary... 'Tis ſomewhat 
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greater. And what fecurity.is there, that he that breaks 
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